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Sermon Series: “The Church - Under Construction”

“Love’s Self-Portrait (1 Cor. 13, part 2)” 

 Study #21
(1 Corinthians 13:4-7)


In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew, chapters 5-7), Jesus said a lot of very important and very interesting things.  Among the most interesting are the words found in chapter 5, verses 39-41.


“.....I say to you, do not resist him who is evil; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also.” 


“I’m sorry, did what I say, did what I do, offend you?  Do you sense a need to hit me again?  Will that draw you closer to God?  Fire away.”


“And if anyone wants to sue you, and take your shirt, let him have your coat also.”

“It’s cold out today.  Are you sure my shirt is going to be enough for you.  Maybe you would like my Members Only jacket?  Should I go home and bring back a turtleneck sweater, maybe some gloves?”


“And whoever shall force you to go one mile, go with him two.”

“Well, here we are at the end of that forced one mile march.  Are you lonely?  Would it help you if I just tagged along and carried your load for another mile or so?  I could tell you a story about a Man who always walks with me.....”


People put a lot of different spins on these words of Jesus.  And, honestly, there may be some leeway when it comes to practical application of the specifics of those three verses.


But, there is no question that Jesus was calling His listeners then, as He is calling His followers now, to radical love.  In fact, this morning, God is calling us all to become radical, bloody-faced, coat-less, second-mile lovers.


Together, we will see just how radical love can be in four short verses in 1 Corinthians 13.


Last Sunday, looking at the first three verses convinced us that love is that “certain something” without which everything else is nothing.  Love would be enough, even if it were alone.


One of the easiest ways to move the truths of the three verses we saw last Sunday from the first century to our own is simply to put it in terms of how we think our lives attain spiritual significance.


“If I preach with the brilliance of Chuck Swindoll, but have not love.....” or “If I commit to serving the church in sacrificial ways and pray regularly for friends who don’t know Christ, but have not love....” or “If I provide for the needs of my family, but have not love....” or “.....”.


We discovered last week that it is not enough to make moral choices to obey Scripture’s command to love.  We must also depend on God’s grace to transform us into people who make those loving choices less and less grudgingly and more and more willingly, enthusiastically, joyfully - because our hearts are FOR the people in our world.


Last Sunday we saw the possibility that we might be eloquent and prophetic, full of faith and generosity and yet still be loveless.
  This morning we are going to look carefully at Paul’s description of what real love is all about in verses 4-7.


Some scholars, on the strength of the importance Paul placed on love, have suggested the possibility that he may have known Jesus before the Lord was crucified.  I don’t know if that is true or not.  I do know that it would be very easy to substitute Jesus’ name every time we come to the word “love” in these verses, In fact, what Paul has given us, in these fifteen phrases, is a simple and perfect description of the historic Jesus!


But the chapter was also written to Christians who were involved in the life of the church at Corinth.  So, besides being a description of Jesus, Paul has crafted his words in such a way that they are also perfectly suited to the needs of the Corinthian believers.
  And, as much as Christian experience is universal, the verses in front of us are also perfectly suited to the needs of us, here at Northwest Community Church.


Beginning at verse 4, Paul stops using the first person singular “I” and moves to list the works that love performs.
  He finds it easier to answer the question, “What is love?” by describing what love DOES and DOES NOT do.”  


Significantly, the first defining characteristic of the defining characteristic of the Christian, is patience.

Love’s Active And Passive Sides

The One Who Loves is Patient


“Love is patient” (v. 4)


The word literally translates, “long-suffering.”
,
  It has in it the idea of a person with a great capacity for endurance in hard times.  The patient person takes the long view, and doesn’t fly off the handle.

But, we can say more about patience than just that ….


As I have spent time meditating on this characteristic of love, I have come to see that, for Paul, patience has more to do with people than with circumstances.


That is, it may be commendable if I don’t blow my stack because the traffic is heavy on Loop 410 or Bandera Road, but what Paul is talking about is being patient with my wife and kids - and with you.


Further, this long-suffering-ness is only seen when someone is acting in a way that tries my patience in some way.  There is no real need for the grace of patience when people are treating me well.  It is only when someone is either seeking to harm me or doing so inadvertently that patience is required.  In that situation, I show love by a willingness to not be put out.


The patient Christian feels the full weight of another’s harmful actions, understands full well without denial how bad it hurts that someone meant them harm, and in the face of that says, “I can wait for God to right all wrongs.”


So, patience gives the passive side of love in reference to injuries we receive.  Kindness is the key word to describe the active side.

The One Who Loves is Kind


“love is kind” (v. 4)


All relationships - marriages, close friendships and casual acquaintances - benefit when acts of kindness flow back and forth.  And how much damage is done when kindness is neglected!


When a wife says, “He is taking me for granted.” she means that her husband is no longer regarding her as “special.”  No longer is he performing little favors, like he did when they were dating.  Random acts of caring and kindness aren’t happening.  Recognizing the absence of kindness in any generally healthy relationship constitutes a call for its re-introduction.


But, the far greater call when it comes to applying the challenge to extend kindnesses comes in the context of those relationships that are strained, where there is friction and tension.


In those relationships where there is the tendency to lash out in anger or to be sullen and withdraw, the loving thing is to actively seek concrete ways to extend kindness.


Here at the very beginning of his description of love, Paul is saying that the loving man acts kindly, he takes initiative to do good, he goes out of his way to bless those who bless him and those who don’t.  He is learning to say, “I can give to the people in my world out of the resources Christ supplies.”
Summary:  So, here we have two introductory, summarizing comments about love.  People who love well respond patiently when they are wronged because they trust God to right wrongs.  And, they have great capacity for bestowing kindness because they are drawing on the inexhaustible resources of Christ.


These two positive expressions are followed by seven phrases that indicate how love does NOT behave, the first five of which are taken right out of the file of First Corinthians!


In the phrases we encounter next, Paul says, “You must have love; without it you are simply not behaving as Christians. And what is love?  It is to behave in ways exactly opposite to what you are doing!”  


For one thing, love means NOT comparing yourself with others!

Love, Viewed Negatively....

The One Who Loves Does NOT Compare Himself/Herself with Others!


The loving person is not jealous of other people’s giftedness


“and is not jealous
” (v. 4)


Comparing ourselves with other people leads invariably to either jealousy or arrogance.  Everyone we meet will in some way excel what we do and will in some way will not be as gifted as we are.


Paul says that love refuses to play the comparison game.  


If I am committed to the more excellent path of love (12:31), I will walk away from comparisons with those who are gifted or talented in ways I am not, because that will lead me to an anxious jealousy of them.


The Corinthians needed to hear that!


In Corinth believer A wanted the spiritual gift believer B had.  He didn’t have it and therefore was jealous of believer A.


That jealousy violated what could have been a growing love and appreciation between those two believers.  But, envy and love are mutually exclusive.  Envy and jealousy lead to division and strife.


The believer who is committed to becoming a loving person learns to say, “I won’t fret that I’m not like that other person.  I am who God made me to be.  That other person is who God made him to be.  Isn’t it great that we are both so gifted!”


Comparisons, though, can also lead to arrogance.   We can fall off the horse on either side!  It is true that you will always be able to find things that others do better than you do.  But it is also true that, having been gifted by God with a capacity for ministry and service, you will do some things better than others.


The loving person is not arrogant concerning his own giftedness


And love, says Paul, “...does not brag and is not arrogant” (v. 4).
  Talk about a timely word for Corinth!  Some twenty times in the two Corinthian letters, Paul had to call the Corinthians on the carpet for arrogant boasting.


They were:

· proud of their abilities in the more spectacular gifts (1 Cor. 3:21),

· proud of their supposedly superior teaching insights and their knowledge (1 Cor. 8:1),

· proud of their ability to demonstrate power (1 Cor. 4:18-19),

· proud of their reputation (2 Cor. 5:12).


But, arrogance, like jealousy, works against love.  Paul asks the Corinthians in one place, “What do you have that you have not received?” (4:7) showing that boasting is ultimately illogical.


The boasting of the Corinthians was like a child boasting to his friends the day after Christmas about what he found under the tree.  He had no more to do with his presents than the Corinthians had to do with their giftedness.


The loving Christian is growing in his ability to say, “Everything I am and have is the gift of God.  There is no room for boasting in regard to another.”

Summary:  People who love well have come to a sober evaluation of themselves.  They know that they are God’s children through faith in Jesus - and they are neither depressed about who they are, nor arrogant about who they are.  They are content with who they are in the sight of God.


Contentedness dissipates both jealousy and arrogance.  It frees us to  appreciate each other’s successes and giftedness.  And, in such an environment, love grows.


If you or I were to painfully admit, “Yes, I do wish I had the gifts that so-and-so has” (jealousy) or “No, I don’t value so-and-so’s giftedness as a treasure from God” (arrogance), what would help us to move toward a love-nurturing contentment?


It seems to me that beyond the first step of admitting to a problem, the next step is to meditate on the truth that “God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.” (1 Cor. 12:18).


Then, as that truth is taking root in your mind and heart, take a bold step of faith and tell a brother or sister in Christ something like this:


“I thank God for you, and for the strengths and contributions you bring to my life!” 


Practicing the ministry of affirmation, affirming the good work of God in someone else’s life, can help to break the stranglehold of jealousy and arrogance.


On the other hand, other problems might exist....


One particularly unhealthy problem would be that of a member in the church wanting to ensure that only his own agenda and needs are fulfilled.  In THAT environment, love dies.


The possibility that this might happen (this was, in fact, happening in Corinth) led Paul to continue with the specifics of love’s negatives in verse 5.

The One Who Loves Does NOT Selfishly Focus on His/Her Needs to the Detriment of Another


The loving person does not act unbecomingly


At the beginning of verse 5, we read that love “does not act unbecomingly”.  There is some confusion as to what Paul intends here.
  An “unbecoming” act or attitude is one that is shameful or indecent. Paul views it as a real possibility that indecent, shameful things might happen in a local assembly of believers.

· Allowing a man to stay in the church who was engaged in a sexually immoral relationship with his father’s wife would be “unbecoming” (1 Cor. 5);

· Taking a fellow believer to a court of law to settle a dispute would be “unbecoming” (1 Cor. 6);

· “Have’s” choosing to get drunk at the Lord’s Supper while the “have nots” were going hungry would be “unbecoming” (1 Cor. 11)!


All of these practices, according to Paul, unbecoming as they are, are first and foremost, sins against LOVE!

· The church that loves is not so concerned with appearances that it won’t take strong disciplinary action against a brother who is in sin.

· The Christian who loves is not so concerned with financial gain that he will compromise testimony by taking a brother to court.

· Love is not so interested in fulfilling its own appetites that it will seek satisfaction at the expense of fellow worshippers.


The loving person does not seek his/her own


In short, love “does not seek its own.”  Bible scholar Gordon Fee has said of this phrase, “In some ways, this is the fullest expression of what Christian love is all about.”

A certain selflessness drives genuine love.  The loving person is more concerned with the needs of others than they are with their own interests or profits.


The loving man or woman doesn’t merely NOT seek that which does not belong to him or her.  They are prepared to give up even what they are entitled to for the sake of others.  Paul defines love as the very opposite of self-seeking.  

Summary:  People who love well are learning to say, “Since all of my most crucial needs have been met in full by Jesus, I am free to zero in on the needs of others.  Rather than defraud someone of that which is rightfully theirs, I will instead deny myself what may be rightfully mine.  My life, and all that I enjoy or hope to enjoy - is in God’s hands.”


Church life gives us a wonderful opportunity to purposefully grow as people who seek the best for others OVER AGAINST seeking our own best interests. (In fact, of course, any gathering of people gives that opportunity, but we are talking about life in the Body of Christ this morning).


We can come to church - or to small group or to fellowship events - with one of two perspectives.  Either we are thinking, “I sure hope I get what I need this morning.”  OR, we are thinking, “I sure hope God will use me as an instrument of His grace in someone’s life this morning.”

That first thought may be where a lot of us are when we come together. The second thought is loving, and it plants the seed of community.  Love calls me to be more concerned for the needs of others than I am for my own welfare (cf. Philippians 2:3-4).


So, there is a contentedness to love and there is a selflessness to love.  Where there is love, there is also forgiveness.  Paul brings out that thought in the second half of verse 5, where we discover that love “is not provoked”

The One Who Loves Doesn’t Keep a “List”


The loving person is not provoked


I frankly like the way that the King James Version translates this phrase.  The King James renders it, “is not easily provoked,” providing an “out”!  Unfortunately, there is no justifiable reason to include the word “easily” in the phrase, from a translation perspective.


It just doesn’t exist in the original.  Now, it may be that a scribe with a short fuse was assigned to translate this phrase and he couldn’t believe that Paul would say it so bluntly, “is not provoked.” - Period.  So, he added the word “easily.”  Yet what Paul said was, “is not provoked.”


This is the same word he used in Ephesians 5 with respect to fathers not “provoking” (exasperating) their children to wrath.  The difference is that in 1 Corinthians 13, people are knowingly or unknowingly exasperating you!


Ready for the challenge to love?  Even at those times, even when somebody is trying to “get to you” if you are committed to being transformed into a loving person, you won’t give way to the provocation.


A down-to-earth way to understand what Paul is saying is that love isn’t “touchy.”  The loving person doesn’t take offense, doesn’t fly into a rage at what may be said to him or done to him.


The Christian who is committed to becoming a loving person is learning to say, “Even when someone is trying to ‘get my goat’ I can remain calm.  Nothing derails me from the path of love because I am perfectly loved by God.”


And the very next words expand on this idea!  Paul says that love, “does not take into account a wrong suffered.”
  And, of all the facets of the gem of love we are examining this morning, none of them looks as stupid as this one!


The loving person does not take into account a wrong suffered


Paul pictures an accountant with a ledger sheet in front of him, adding up wrongs he has suffered at the hands of someone else.


“That’s seventy-eight, seventy-nine, eighty times you have done THAT to me.”  They are keeping score, and they have every intention of evening the score.


Paul says that love doesn’t do this.  Instead, the Christian who wants to grow in love keeps no records of wrongs, stores no resentments, bears no malice.


Now, I am aware that the word “forgiveness” and the phrase “don’t keep score” is confusing to many, and are for some, fighting words. 


All of us have been wronged in life, some more cruelly than others.  And for Scripture to exhort YOU to “not take into account a wrong suffered” if the wrong you have suffered is grave may appear more than you can bear, even unreasonable, even irrational and stupid.


Clearly, Paul would not tell a woman or a man to forget the damage that has been done and re-enter an abusive relationship in the name of love without evidence of change on the part of the abuser.


He would not counsel that children be put back in a home where they have been ritually abused as a show of love for the perpetrator.  In other words, love doesn’t require throwing wisdom out the window.


BUT, let’s face it: the call to forgive IS the most radical call in the New Testament, it IS counter-cultural, and it DOES go against the grain of our reason, whether we are responding to a grave indignity or to something trivial (“He cut me off in traffic!” - but, then, in the moment of the offense, when would I ever call my suffering “trivial”?).


When we water down the idea of forgiveness, we end up with something other than forgiveness.


To see how radical forgiveness is, take a look at the cross of Jesus, the scene of the most radical forgiveness in all history, where God “...was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.” (2 Cor. 5:19)


The rationale for forgiveness is ultimately the redemptive benefit that comes from it.  True, granting forgiveness can sometimes be emotionally freeing to the one who forgives, but that is not the reason we would grant it.


When Jesus said, from the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing,” His purpose was not personal psychological liberation.  He wanted to bless His enemies!


Like everything else about love, we grant forgiveness for the benefit of the one we are forgiving, and the blessings that come our way are a by-product of living according to Manufacturer’s specifications!


When I truly and sincerely wave at the man who cuts me off in traffic, or speak kindly to the person who cuts in front of me in the line at the grocery store, I am giving them a taste of what love is all about.


When you offer a gift to your spouse, intending to bless them, even after a particularly harmful interaction, you give them a picture of the forgiveness Christ offers on the cross.


When you have had a tension-filled exchange with a brother or sister here at church, or when they have wronged you, not taken you seriously, run roughshod over your feelings, been insensitive AND you treat them with the same respect and continue to lovingly engage them as you would anyone else, looking to be God’s instrument of blessing in their life - neither lashing out nor backing away - they have the chance to see the unconditional love of Jesus in living color, shining from you!


There is power in performing such acts of forgiveness!  God is able to use such acts redemptively, and regularly does so, and the leaven of those acts pretty soon begins to leaven the whole lump of dough, transforming a group of people into a community of grace.

Summary:  The one who loves well doesn’t try to even the score.  More than just having a “long fuse,” the Christian who loves offers grace: he forgives.  The loving Christian, says, “I am perfectly forgiven by God for sins I have committed against Him.  I will, therefore, stop keeping a lists of wrongs others have committed against me, and act in the way most likely to draw them to repentance and to the Lord - I will FORGIVE them.”


Love’s requirements continue in verse 6.

The One Who Loves is Committed to Holiness


Paul informs us that love “does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;
” (v. 6) - and what is this saying but that the person who loves rejoices over every behavior that reflects God’s goodness and truth - every forgiveness offered, every service rendered, every act of kindness.


In the church at Corinth, moral laxness was applauded.  They didn’t resolve to exercise discipline in a case of blatant immorality, but relished the situation (1 Cor. 5:1-13).


In 2000, too, we can tend to take pleasure in iniquity and disasters that befall others.  Our news shows live by a “If it bleeds, it leads” motto.


But, love doesn’t do this.  Love is not glad when others fall.  It doesn’t delight in gossiping about the misdeeds of others.

Summary:  The one who loves well, loves holiness and purity.  Truth and love go hand in hand.  There is no moral mushiness in love.


Traveling the path to love means learning to say, “I know that holiness brings blessing.  Therefore, I will call my brothers and sisters to holiness and will rejoice when they agree.  When they don’t I will mourn - but I will keep calling them to holiness, and I won’t back down!


“I will speak the truth to them - even when they may think that for me to do so is NOT loving.  I will risk alienation and rejection to further truth, knowing that only God’s truth can set the people around me free!”


Contentment, selflessness, forgiveness and holiness.  That sums up what we have seen of love thus far.  Paul wraps up this middle section of 1 Corinthians 13 with verse 7’s listing of four things that are always true about love.  We’ll look at the middle two items first, and conclude with the first and last together.

The “All Inclusiveness” Of Love

The One Who Loves Is Willing to Risk Disappointment


Love “believes all things” and “hopes all things”

Love, says Paul, “believes all things” and “hopes all things” 


Paul is telling us that if we want to love, then we have to open ourselves up to the possibility of being disappointed and let down - time after time after time after time!


Now, he is NOT calling us to the ministry of gullibility!  This is not a challenge to be deceived by the pretenses of others, or a challenge to believe that white is black if I tell you that white is black, or a challenge to somehow, “Be more optimistic; look on the bright side!”

It is a challenge, instead, to refuse to take another person’s failure or sin as the last word on the subject.


Picture failure.  Personal failure.  Shouldn’t be too hard.  Most of us have known failure at one thing or another, at one time or another.  You may have in mind a failure of technique or a moral failure.


After you have fallen flat on your face, is your normal tendency to want to get up and “go for it” again?  For many of us, I would suppose, the tendency is to make a conscious (or subconscious) commitment to never risk failure again!


We’ll stay with those tasks we can do well.  We’ll avoid the hard stuff that makes another failure a real possibility.


The one who loves sees the one who has failed, walks over to him or her, extends a hand, and affirms, “This is not the end.” 


Even if the failure directly hurt the observer, if he or she is seeking to become a more loving person, they will overlook their personal loss, focus on the need of the one who has failed, and say, in so many words, “Don’t throw in the towel.  The game’s not over yet.  I believe in you.  Get up and walk!”
Summary:  This, by the way, is exactly how Jesus dealt with His disciples during His earthly ministry.  He said on one occasion, “How long must I put up with you?” (Luke 9:41), and we get the impression that another spiritual leader might have thrown in the towel on those Twelve long ago.  Yet Jesus never gave up on them.


And Jesus still bears with His people, even after repeated failures.  He doesn’t throw in the towel on us.


And, as He presently models a loving tenacity that “believes all things” and “hopes all things,” if we would follow Him on the path of love, we, too, will learn to say,


“I won’t be gullible, but I won’t be a cynic, either.  I’ll risk disappointment rather than communicating to someone that I think they are a ‘lost cause.’”  That is love!


In fact, love never reaches the end of its rope, but “bears
 all things” and “endures all things.” (v. 7)

The One Who Loves Never Throws in the Towel


Love “bears all things” and “endures all things”

These are all-inclusive comments.  By these words, Paul is saying that love is the most powerful weapon in our arsenal.  It overcomes sin, and can resist an attack from any enemy force.


Throughout his letters, Paul assumes that the Christian will suffer hardship and be persecuted.
  But, through it all, that Christian need not be derailed from the path of love.  His love can be preserved no matter what comes his way.


There is nothing (not marriage difficulties, not persecution, not child-rearing struggles, not financial worries, not vocational worries) that the Christian cannot face lovingly as he walks with Jesus!

Summary:  The one who loves well has the grace of stick-to-it-ive-ness.  Buoyed up by a confidence in Jesus’ perfect, never-failing love, he is equipped to offer never-failing love to others.  That Christian is learning to say, “Because Christ is for me and in me, my love flows to you from an inexhaustible source.”

Conclusion:  

This paragraph (verses 4-7) captures the essence of the life and ministry of Jesus.  So much so that we could substitute His name for the noun “love” throughout!  That would describe love in the most personal way.


The problem with doing that, though, is that we might miss Paul’s main point, which ultimately is description for the purpose of life-change.  So, rather than substituting Jesus’ Name throughout verses 4-7, try substituting your own in place of the word “love.”

I, __________, am patient.  I, __________, am kind.  I, _________, am not 

jealous.  I, __________ do not brag and am not arrogant.  I, __________, 

do not act unbecomingly.  I, _________, do not seek my own.  I, ________, 

am not provoked.  I, _________, do not take into account a wrong suffered.  

I, ____________, do not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoice with the 

truth.  I, _________, bear all things, I, _________, believe all things, I, 

_________, hope all things, I, _________, endure all things.


We really DO have a long way to go!  We really DO need God’s grace to become the loving men and women God wants us to become.  Let us NOW throw ourselves at His mercy, asking that He would make us radically loving people - just like Jesus!

� Clearly, bestowing all of one’s possessions on another may be motivated by love (as may be speaking, prophesying, faith, and knowledge), but he affirms the possibility that charitable acts may proceed from different motives.


� Gordon Fee writes, “Some think that this listing is the giveaway that the whole chapter had prior existence as a self-contained unit.  However, it is so tailored to the Corinthian situation that it would be quite impossible to reconstruct an earlier expression of it.” 


� Here is how Gordon Fee breaks down the list of fifteen descriptions of love: “Two positives followed by eight negatives - the last of which is balanced by its positive counterpart, followed by four staccato verbs (each linked with “all things”), two of which give us the other cardinal virtues of faith and hope, while the first (bears) and last (endures) duplicate the first description of love (patient).” (New International Commentary on the New Testament).


� Wycliffe suggests that patience and kindness serves as a summary statement of the section.


� Greek, 


� KJV - “suffereth long”


� cf. 1 Tim 1:12-17; Titus 3:4-7


� Note 1 Cor. 12:31 for this word (jealousy, translated in v. 31 as “earnestly”) in a good sense. And, in fact, Paul usually uses this word in a positive sense.


� The standard Greek lexicon of the New Testament refer to the braggart as “a wind-bag.”


� Ellicott notes that the same word is used in 1 Cor. 7:36 when Paul addressed himself to someone who was acting toward his virgin daughter in an unseemly manner, that is, that he was preventing her from getting married to a legitimate suitor and was thereby putting temptation before the couple by keeping them unmarried.


� This echoes the thoughts raised at 10:24 and 33, where Paul declared that he was seeking the good of others.


� The Greek word is that from which we derive our English “paroxysm,” as in “he flew into a paroxysm of rage.”


� Note Acts 15:39, where Paul and Barnabas had a sharp disagreement (provocation) over whether or not to partner with John Mark, and Acts 17:16, where Luke tells us that Paul’s spirit was being “provoked” by the idols in the city of Antioch.  These examples are not to show that in either case Paul’s provocation was legitimate (although I would suggest that in the first case it was not and in the second case it was), for apostolic behavior was not always inspired, but to give a broader understanding of what the word means.


� This property (and the next) would have resolved the problem of lawsuits.


� There is difference of opinion as to whether Paul means to refer here to “Truth” in the abstract, general sense, or “Truth” as it is known in the Gospel.  I tend to lean toward the view that says Paul is telling us that love rejoices in any “Truth,” and not just to Truth as we find it in the Gospel.


� The final listing is a figure of speech called a chiasm.  The first and fourth of these “all things” deal with present circumstances, the second and third look to the future.


� Some have suggested that Paul means that love is always willing to look for the best in someone else, as in, seeing the bright side of things, a general optimism.  Others are of the opinion that the one who loves is not to be suspicious.


� Derived from an old Greek word for “roof” - that which covers and protects - and bears weight.


�  1 Thess 1:6; 3:3, 7; 2 Thess. 1:4, 6; Rom. 5:3; 8:35; 12:12; 2 Tim 3:12





